
 JULY 2014 

MAD 

CELEBRATES 

It’s 



 

 
 

 
MAD is turning 10, to mark this milestone event we are holding a Fun Day on   

Sunday the 20th of July,  
We would love all members new and old to attend and help us celebrate. 

 
There will be a series of fun events suitable for all dogs and handlers regardless of 
the level of training you are at. Even though this is primarily a “Fun Day” it is also 

an excellent training opportunity for your dogs. 
 

We ask all members to please bring a “plate” (savoury or sweet) and a chair,    
everyone is welcome to attend however only current financial members will be    

eligible to participate with their dogs on the day. 
 

Start time is 9.30 
 

Theme is “Christmas in July” so get creative with a costume for your dog if you 
wish to enter the Fancy Dress! 

 
If you have any questions regarding the day please contact a committee member. 
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Fundamentals of Shaping Behaviors 
 
Information excerpted from Jane Killion's book When Pigs Fly! Training Success with Impossible 
Dogs 
 
In this chapter you are going to learn a fun and effective way to teach your dog new skills using 
a process called "shaping". Shaping involves slicing the behavior you want your dog to do into 
tiny pieces, successively clicking and treating each "slice," until you have built up the finished 
behavior you want to train. 
 
Here is how shaping works. Imagine you are looking at a frame-by-frame motion picture of your 
dog picking up a tennis ball. What would the first frame be? Probably turning his eyes towards 
the ball. Then maybe a direct stare at the ball. Then lowering his head towards the ball. Then 
about six more frames where his head gets progressively lower and lower. Then touching his 
nose to the ball, then opening his mouth, then putting his mouth around the ball, then closing his 
mouth around the ball, then lifting his head for about six more frames. Each of these "frames" is 
called an approximation - a little step towards the finished behavior or picking up a ball. If you 
want to teach your dog to pick up a ball by shaping it, you progressively click and treat all of the 
"approximations" that I have described above in this way: 

 
1. The first step is the dog turning his eyes towards the ball. 
After you have clicked and treated that glance towards the ball 
a couple of times, your dog will start offering it. By "offering it", I 
mean he will deliberately glance towards the ball in an attempt 
to make the clicker go off. 
2. Once your dog is firmly and deliberately offering the glance 
towards the ball, you can hold out and not click it. Your dog will 
keep trying the glance, and then, when he sees that it is not 
paying off, he will offer "improvements" on that behavior, like a 
bit of a head turn in that direction. Voila! You have frame num-
ber two, the 
head turn, 
which you can 
start click and 
treating. 

3. Again, once your dog is firmly and deliberately 
offering the head turn, hold out for any tiny lower-
ing of his head. Click and treat that a few times, 
and then, when you are sure he is offering a bit 
of a head bob, hold out for a bigger head bob. 
Again, when reinforcements are not forthcoming, 
your dog will offer different "improvements" on 
the head bob, which will eventually include lower-
ing his head toward the ball more than he had 
before. You continue this way, reinforcing and 
then holding out for more through the rest of the 
"frames" of the "movie" of your dog picking up 
the ball. 
 
For more advice on training impossible (and not-
so-impossible) dogs, purchase Jane Killion's 
When Pigs Fly!                                            
Training Success with Impossible Dogs  



Leighanne with Sasha,                  
Denise  with Stellar,  
Mark with Duggy,  
Jayda with Cash,  
Jan with Velvet, 

Jessica with Mollie,  
Kimberley  with Thommo,  

Nicole with Dougal & Corra,   
Lyn with Tank. 

 Welcome New Members     

Club Merchandise 
 

Winter uniforms are now available, if you wish to purchase a Jacket, polo 

shirt, Cap or any other club merchandise please see Wendy. 
 

 

 

Clickers 

Bumper Stickers  
Treat Bags 

Martingale Collar 

Halti   

MAD Clothing 



I am very proud to be able to announce that my adorable girl 'Opal' has gained another 
Agility title. 
Now, as well as having the titles of 
AD (Agility Dog) and JD (Jumping 
Dog), she can add SPD to her name. 
SPD stands for “Strategic Pairs Dog” 
which is the first level for this class.  
Opal is such a dream to handle: she is 
focused and willing to do whichever 
obstacle you ask her to. I just have to 
make sure I send her the correct way 
all the time!  
Wendy Matthews 

  MEMBER NEWSMEMBER NEWS 

Opal standing out in the crowd 

 
This is me & Eadie last week at the filming of 

an episode of a children's show called 

KidsWB. Eadie wasn't camera shy at all, and 

she shouldn't be with the amount of tv work 

she's done. She had to jump on a box next 

to the presenters, whilst I spoke about the 

work that Seeing Eye Dogs do.                       

She then performed a couple of tricks which 

went down well.  
Gail Taylor 
 

Gail & Eadie looking glamorous on the film 

set, and what a colourful set it is! Thanks for 

sharing Gail. 



Keeping dogs warm in winter prevents illness 

Winter is now hitting most of Australia hard, and keeping dogs warm in these coldest months is 

now of vital importance.   Dogs exposed to excess cold can get chills, respiratory and sinus 

problems, as well as experiencing arthritis. Owners need to invest 

in their dog’s health by providing them with blankets at night and a 

warm place to snuggle up during the day, maintaining an exercise 

regime, and increasing their dog’s food intake. “It’s getting to that 

stage of winter when we all tend to rug up at home and before we 

go out, so it makes sense to do the same for our dogs. When dogs 

are cold, they are going to bark and let their owner know about it, 

so giving them plenty of blankets at night not only keeps them 

warm, but keeps them quiet.”, says veterinarian, Dr Peter Higgins.  

Buying your dog a jacket or coat is an effective way to keep dogs 

warm while they are outside during winter. They provide an extra layer of insulation on top of 

their winter coat while protecting them from cold wind and rain. 

“Whether or not your dog actually needs a jacket depends on the age and size of the dog.   

Generally speaking, the smaller and older they are, the more help they need to stay warm, as 

their body cannot generate heat as quickly as larger or younger dogs.”, explains Dr Higgins. 

“Pets with single-layer coats will also require some extra insulation, and they will thank you for 

the extra insulation. Adding a jacket can also be a fun way to express your dog’s personality. 

There are lots of options available these days, from thin knitted sweaters to ‘doggy couture’!”, 

suggests Dr Higgins. Keeping up an exercise routine can also be hard in the colder months, just 

as for humans. The daily walk is often replaced by a night in the lounge room in front of a heat-

er. 

“Exercise will get a dog’s blood circulating more rapidly to stop them from getting too cold. This 

also means it wont be hard to get them back into routine when summer comes around.”, advises 

Dr Higgins. “It’s also good to increase their food intake during winter as dogs, like us, use more 

energy to keep functioning in colder weather. Dogs will not only be unhappier and more irritable, 

but more susceptible to illnesses like sinus, throat, and lung problems. ”, warns Dr Higgins.                                     

“We need to keep a keen eye on good health during these months. If your dog starts developing 

a hoarse cough, gets a dry nose, and shivers more than usual, it’s best to get it checked out with 

your local vet in case anything serious develops.”, warns Dr Higgins. “And we should all remem-

ber that, like people, dogs can suffer quite badly from arthritis in winter; so much so, that the 

pain could prevent them from walking or even getting up.”, reminds Dr Higgins. There are many 

forms of pain relief so speak to your vet if you think your dog is suffering from arthritis. 



6 Winter Exercise Tips for Your Dog                
Yes, it’s cold outside, and the number of daylight hours is short, but your dog does not hiber-
nate, and it’s important that your dog gets daily exercise. Vital for a dog’s physical and mental 
wellness, exercise is also a crucial part of the relationship between you and dog. On those days 
when bad weather makes walks impractical, you can still give your pooch the exercise it needs 
with these six ideas for great winter exercise. 

1. Play a game with your dog. 
Hide-and-seek is a wonderful way to get your dog up and moving and mentally engaged. You 
can hide a treat or her favourite toy, but it’s better to make her come find you. Start by throwing 
a treat to get her to go away from you, and then hide in another part of the house. This game 
can really tire your dog out as she rushes around searching, and it’s good for reinforcing the 
“come” command. 

2. Challenge your dog’s nose. 
Dogs have incredibly powerful scenting abilities, so exercises that require your pal to use her 
nose are especially stimulating. Make her work for her dinner by creating an obstacle course 
she has to get through to find her food. Hide her meal in a box, or, better yet, put it in a Kong 
Wobbler or a Buster Ball. 

3. Dog treadmills and indoor walking. 
There are treadmills on the market designed specifically for dogs. But if you cannot afford one 
of these, use a human treadmill ensuring you take the right precautions. Spend a few days fa-
miliarizing your dog with how it works. Use a slow speed and stand in front of the treadmill with 
a treat. Over three or four days, slowly increase the speed and the amount of time your dog 
spends on the treadmill. Work up to the same amount of time you normally spend on walks. 

4. Sign your dog up for a class. 
Sign up for an indoor agility or swimming class. Flyball provides good exercise, and a class 
comes with the added benefits of allowing your dog to socialize and boosting her mental agility 
by learning something new. Also, many cities have facilities with doggie swimming pools. 

5. Practice targeting. 
Being indoors gives you a great opportunity to practice targeting with your dog. Teach her to 
touch her nose to the back of your hand on command; this will make her focus on a target. It’s a 
great exercise because it gives you an activity you can do together. And once your dog has 
learned how to do this, you can use it whenever you want her to stop what she’s doing and fo-
cus. For example, if you’re out walking and she becomes excited when she sees another dog, 
you can use targeting to redirect her attention. Plus, your dog can’t bark when she’s touching 
her nose to your hand! 

6. Don’t be a wimp…get outdoors! 
You can do all the usual outdoor activities just wear appropriate clothing! 

http://www.cesarsway.com/channel/training/exercise
http://www.cesarsway.com/dogtraining/exercise/Everything-You-Wanted-to-Know-About-Treadmills
http://www.cesarsway.com/channel/dog-behavior/dog-barking


Does your mouth say the same thing as your body? 

 
To ascertain whether you're being consistent, sit down 
and made a list of all the commands and body signals 
you have taught your dog to respond to? It can be quite 
an eye opener!  Sally Hopkins explains.. 
Here is a very useful exercise, because it helps us focus on all the 
different signals that we expect our dogs to recognise and under-
stand. If the list seems muddled and unclear to us, just imagine 
how confusing these commands must be to our dogs! 
Make three columns and do the following:- 

1. Jot down the verbal command you use 
2. Describe the body movements you use 

Write down what you expect the dog to do when given these 
signals. 

 Example 
This is a good example of how many dog owners get confused 
what they want their dogs to do – wait or stay. This causes the 
dog to become anxious and more likely to break these two 
commands, as the end of the exercise is unclear to them – 
when should they move? 
When do you use your dog’s name? 
Is it to catch its attention and give you eye contact before you 
give the next command?  Or do you use its name to make the 
dog come to you, or perhaps use the name as a warning when it 
has done something wrong?  It is well worth thinking about. 
Other commands which can confuse 

Down is another command that often confuses dogs. It usually means lie flat on the ground, 
but can also mean stop jumping up or get off the furniture. 
By having different commands for each instance (e.g. 'Flat' for lying down; 'Off' for stop jump-
ing up, put all four paws on the floor; and 'Get Down' for get off the furniture) the dog is far 
more likely to understand what is expected of it. What about the command 'Right?' Is it a di-
rectional command to your dog or do you use it to tell the dog it is correct? 

Be careful not to use similar sounding words as commands, especially if they sound like the 
dog’s name.  'Go' and 'No' sound very similar, as does the name 'Jo' or any other name ending 
in 'O.'  
 

Command Action Expectation 

Wait Point finger at dog Stay where it is until I give it another command (or release com-
mand), such as come, fetch, find it etc. In other words, it will be 
asked to do something else in the near future and should watch me 
closely 

Stay Palm of hand pushed to-
wards dog 

Stay where it is until I return to its side. It can relax until I return, 
ignoring any verbal or physical commands I may accidentally 
make.  It can only move when I return to its side, have praised it and 
then given it the release command. 

That’ll do Pat the dog while smiling 
to show you are pleased 
with it 

Dog’s release command. Exercise over, you can move now. 



Be aware of the tone of your voice 
When you give a command – keep it clear, happy and free from 
stress. A classic example of this are dogs which don’t come back 
when called – they can hear the anxiety and frustration in their 
owner’s voices and soon associate the tone with having their lead 
put on. Their fun will be over and there is no reward. By training a 
dog to associate the sound of a dog whistle with treats, fun games 
with its owner, etc, the dog will not be affected by the changes in 
its owners voice when they are worried, angry etc, and will come 
when called. 
Men with deep voices often have difficulty giving verbal commands 
to their dog, especially submissive animals. These nervous dogs 
misinterpret the situation by associating the deep/loud command 
with that of being told off. To combat this situation, these men 

should either raise the tonal register of 
their voices, whisper or use body signals 
wherever possible instead. 
Body talk 
With regards body signals, your dog can easily misinterpret these – 
especially collies who are very body/movement sensitive.  For ex-
ample, keep your arms still and your hands clasped in front of you 
as you walk away from your dog in a wait. The dog will then be 
more aware of the movement of your arms when you signal it to 
come. Make sure you do not turn away from your dog when giving 
visual signals, it won’t be able to see them clearly and will become 
unsure of what you want it to do.  
Dogs can also be confused by the different tones of voice and body 
signals of other members of your family.  Your list will make it eas-
ier for everyone in the household to become consistent with the 
commands and signals they use – resulting in a happier, trusting 

and less confused dog who is more likely to do as it’s told! 
Remember 
Whether they are vocal commands or visual ones - be consistent.  Then your dog has a better 
opportunity of being consistent as well.  
For more information and training tips about training dogs using kind positive methods visit 
Sally's Dog-Games website - http://www.dog-games.co.uk - and wander around the Training 
Terms section of the Main Menu 
.  

http://www.dog-games.co.uk/






10 Top Agility Training Tips 
 
Never blame your dog. If it goes it wrong, it is either the fault of your handling or a fault in 
your training of the dog. They only want to get it right. If the information we have trained into 
them or imparted to them on the day is wrong, it is our fault NOT theirs. Lu Candy  
More: www.scramblesdts.com  

  
Always have a plan before you start any training session. Have a clear idea about what you 
want to do and what you want to achieve. Never blame the dog for your inconsistency or poor 
results. What you see in the competition ring is normally the direct result of your training ap-
proach and methods. Steve Croxford More: www.PACE-Agility.com 

 
Invest time into play. It can be play with a toy or just with you. It's a great bond enforcer as 
well as a brilliant form of praise. And remember to drop your shoulders and look disappointed 
can be as bad as screaming at your dog so finish every round with a smile. Leah Gardner                                                                                                       
More: www.anjuagility.co.uk 

 
One golden rule I use in my training 
is that no matter where you are in 
the course, your body language 
should be reinforcing what you are 
saying/instructing the dog to do. If 
it is not, you cannot blame the dog 
for perhaps choosing the wrong   
obstacle or making an error. 
I always teach my dogs to read from 
verbal commands, and body lan-
guage acts as reinforcement, not 
guidance. I know my dogs are far 
quicker than I am, and I want them 
to be 100% confident that they have 
my trust and belief when they are 
working the course, and making   
vital decisions based on my instruc-
tions. If they have that confidence, I know they will attack every element of that course with-
out any doubt. Lee Gibson  www.leegibsontraining.co.uk 

 
Make it fun and never blame the dog for your handling and training mistakes. David Munnings  
More: www.freewebs.com/davemunnings 

 
The next time you get annoyed that your dog has not followed your instruction and you are 
ready to accuse it of being naughty, remember who trained it ? The fault almost certainly lies 
with you. Bob Sharpe More: www.fieldofdreamsdogtraining.co.uk 

 
Learn from your dog in training. When he goes in the 'wrong' direction, realize that you have 
cued him incorrectly. You should not withhold from rewarding the dog when it is the handlers 
error. How many times does a sequence go wrong and you go back, change your handling and 
try again without rewarding your dog? Dawn Weaver  
More: www.dawnweaveragility.com  

http://www.scramblesdts.com/
http://www.pace-agility.com/
http://www.anjuagility.co.uk/
http://www.leegibsontraining.co.uk/
http://www.freewebs.com/davemunnings
http://www.fieldofdreamsdogtraining.co.uk/
http://www.dawnweaveragility.com/

