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Your new committee are…... 

MAD held its Annual General Meeting on the 30th of Novem-

ber 2014, in-conjunction with our fun day and End of Year 

break up..  

A new committee was elected consisting of existing committee 

members and some new members, a great mix going forward. 

Thank you to those that have served on the committee over 

the past year, all of you have utilised your different skills and 

contributed to the running of the club in all aspects, please 

know your time and efforts were much appreciated. 

We would like to extend a warm welcome to those who have 

volunteered to come on board for 2015. 

 

President:    Graeme Matthews 

Vice-President:   Heather Ferguson 

Secretary/ Public Officer: Wendy Matthews 

Treasurer:    Jerene Houston 

General Committee: 

Danielle Moore 

Melinda Hobson 

Jan Radnell 

Karyn Straghan 

Gina Derbyshire 

Katrina Rolls 



                          PUPPY SUNBURN 
Puppies are very well protected against the sun by their fur, and don’t routinely suffer from sunburn. 

Shaving fuzzy puppies down to keep them cool can increase the risk of sunburn and heastroke. When 

puppies do suffer sunburn, the hairless or thinly-furred areas of the body are most at risk, like the ear 

tips, bridge of the nose, and the tummy. White puppies are at highest risk. 

Signs of Sunburn-Sunburn isn’t a medical emergency, but it can be painful. The skin turns red, can blis-

ter, become crusty, and peel. In severe cases, the tips of the ears can dry out, lose hair, and the edges 

curl. When that happens, the pet will need medical attention. But first aid and topical medication. is 

usually all that is needed to take care of minor sunburn pain. 

First Aid for Puppy Sunburn- An easy, effective treatment first aid for sunburn pain is a cold water 

spray from a plant mister every half hour or so. If your puppy hates being sprayed, soak a clean cloth 

with ice water and apply as cold compresses to the affected area. 

Witch hazel is available at supermarkets or pharmacies and helps cool inflamed skin by evaporation, 

but doesn’t sting like alcohol. Dab some on with a cotton ball three or four times a day to soothe 

the burn. 

Over-the-counter sprays like Solarcaine and Lanacane contain local anesthetics that temporarily numb 

the pain of sunburn. You can use these safely on puppies but be careful about them licking the spots so 

avoid applying to tummies where puppy tongues can reach. Ice is a safe and quick alternative. Hold an 

ice cube against the burned area to numb the pain. A bag of frozen peas or corn also works well. 

Oatmeal soaks are extremely soothing and healing for damaged skin. You can use commercial products 

like Aveeno mixed in cool water. Or create your own homemade oatmeal soak. Just fill a cotton sock 

with raw oatmeal, and run the bath water through it as you fill the tub. This works great for puppies 

with sunburned bellies. Let the dog sit and soak as long as he’s willing. 

Sunburn dries out the skin. Aloe vera creams not only moisturize but also help heal burns faster. You 

can use the gel directly from the plant by breaking off a leaf and squeezing out the liquid. Or use a com-

mercial product that contains aloe. Apply several times a day to the sore spots. Aloe isn’t harmful if 

licked off, either, although swallowing too much may cause some diarrhea. 

Vitamin E not only helps speed the healing, and soothes the burn, but also works great to prevent scars 

from forming. Squeeze the oil from a vitamin E capsule and spread on the puppy’s nose or ear tips once 

or twice a day. You’ll need several capsules to apply to a belly burn. Vitamin E isn’t a problem if the pet 

decides to lick it off—it’s actually good for the pet on the inside, too. 

You can also use sunscreens on the ear tips, bridge of the nose, tummy, or other places affected by sun 

exposure to protect your pet. Choose a product with an SPF (sun protection factor) of 15 or higher. 

Avoid human products containing zinc oxide or PABA—pet products are best. 

 



Wishing all our members 

and their families a great 

Christmas and a safe & 

wonderful New Year! 

Attention Members: if you have any suggestions, questions 

or concerns about training, instructors, or the club please 

approach a committee member so they can table it for    

discussion at the next scheduled committee meeting.    

MAD is your club and we want your input. 



Fun Day Results 

11 Legs Race 

1st—Melinda & Panda with Jan & Meadow 

2nd—Marijana & Spotty with Jan & Velvet 

3rd—Danielle & Gemma with Karyn & Ripley 

Temptation Recall 

1st—Jessica & Molly 

2nd—Matthew & Rainbow,  

Equal 2nd- Wendy & Opal 

3rd—Graeme & Biscuit 

Fancy Dress 

1st—Jan & Velvet 

2nd—Claudia & Daisy 

3rd—Jan & Meadow 

Congratulations to….  

Jan Radnell & Velvet earning the “Most Improved” Award 

Jessica Derbyshire & Molly earning the “Encouragement”  Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Fun Day Results 



          DEDICATION ... AND MOTIVATION: 
             Both for you, and for your dog 

Dedication's what you need! 
Agility is like everything else in life (but more fun!) - you get out of it what you put in. Dedication's what you need! 
Dedication to put in the time to train until you have dealt with those weaknesses in your handling etc, rather than use them 
as excuses. 
Dedication, after a long day at work, to head out to training with a smile on your face and a bounce in your step. 
Dedication to spend those 3 minutes of the commercial break doing some clicker work rather than putting the kettle on. 
Dedication to ensure that both you and your dog are in good enough shape to cope with the physical demands of agility. 
Dedication to get up 10 minutes earlier and put your dog through the channel weaves before you head off to work. 
Dedication to walk that competition course a few more times and reconsider handling options, rather than have a chat with 
friends. 
And most importantly ... dedication to your dog, without whom this whole agility lark just wouldn't be possible! 

Goal setting - What Motivates You? 
What drives you? What do you want so badly that you would sell your soul (not your dog of course!) to get it? 
Handler rewards can be very subtle - a 'well done' from your trainer, a round of applause, a bright-eyed grin from your dog. 
Often these are the rewards that mean the most to us. 
Or they can be more obvious - a new piece of training kit, a ribbon that celebrates a success or milestone achieved. 
Don't be afraid to give yourself a big pat on the back, and a reward, when you and your dog have succeeded. Share it with 
the world! Relax with a bottle of your favourite plonk! 
And what are your goals? What are the things you want to achieve in this agility game for you and your dog? 
Maybe you want to improve your bond with your dog, and inject some fun into the relationship with your pet. 
Maybe you see yourself going all the way to the top - fame and glory await as you head off to the Nationals. But as you set 
your goals, remember to consider what your dog's needs are! 

What Gets Your Dog Going? 
Dogs are like humans, they all find different things rewarding. But there are some things they all have in common. 
There are fundamental drives beneath the most pampered of pooches. Survival and procreation. Food, shelter, safety, sex. 
The right to mate, the ability to hunt successfully. 
Of these, food and the prey drive are the easiest to harness for training purposes. Your dog isn't chasing a ball, he's running 
down a rabbit. That tuggie game is serious business, getting your share of a kill. Did she pounce on a toy or a mouse? 
Dogs are wired for survival. They'll scavenge on horse droppings at the equestrian centre, raid the bin, and mug the 'soft 
touches' in the park who carry bags of liver treats. 
They'll play games as youngsters, and into adulthood if encouraged by us, honing the skills they need to survive. 
As your dog's teacher, it's up to you to make the best use you can of all this. Find what your dog really goes wild for. It will 
vary from dog to dog, they are all individuals just like us. 
Make the interaction with you and toys fun for your dog! Or don't be surprised if he finds someone else to play with.           
Be prepared to get down on your knees in a play bow, and keep your energy levels high. 
If your dog's really into food, don't use bits of kibble or plain biscuit as training treats. What would you rather work for, a 
piece of bread or cake? Get out the sausage or cheese. Cut up into lots of small pieces and keep it coming! 

Working Together as a Team 
So you're pretty sure about what you find motivating and rewarding. And you're also confident you have identified the moti-
vators and rewards that work best with your dog. 
But is your dog on the same wavelength? Is he willing to go along with your agility or other weird training plans? 
Success in agility, as any discipline, involves teamwork. You and your dog shouldn't just be thinking of your individual re-
wards, you should also delight in working together. 
What is your dog's reaction when you pick up a toy? Or a tasty tidbit? Hopefully excitement and pleasure. Work on getting 
that same reaction when you invite your dog to join in any training game with you. Yes, a game - not an ordeal! 
Get a strong working bond going, and lots of reward for the dog when interacting with you. Then he'll be jumping at the 
chance to learn another trick, rather than running for cover. 
If your dog is already smiling, bright-eyed and enthusiastic whenever there's the prospect of working (or playing) with you, 
that's brilliant. But if that's not the case yet, you can get there with patience, kindness and lots of reward. 
Remember that using rewards is not a sign of weakness (would you go to work without a salary?), it is a sign that you under-
stand motivation and can use it to your advantage. 
Once you and your dog are working as a team, the sky's the limit. Have fun - you both have great things ahead! 



Have a Barking 

Good Christmas! 

                  Fun Indoor Dog Game on hot days 
Use a twelve hole muffin tin. You can use a six hole one but that limits the fun. You will also need twelve tennis balls - 

one for each hole in the muffin tin. 

As a side note, if you have a toy breed dog, you can use one of the miniature muffin tins - the kind that make tiny muffins 

or cupcakes. At many pet stores you can also find miniature sized tennis balls. 

Then you also need some really good dog treats; the kind dog trainers call high value treats. For my dogs I use tiny bits of 

cooked chicken, Swiss cheese (because it has a good smell), or any  favourite food.  

Now to play the game, place a treat in each hole of the 

muffin tin. Then put a tennis ball on top of it. Now 

place the muffin tin on the floor and encourage your 

dog to find the treat. 

In the beginning, you may have to lift a tennis ball and 

let your dog sniff the treat. For some hesitant dogs you 

may let him get that first treat as encouragement. 

Then as he begins sniffing for the more treats, encour-

age him. Let him figure out how to move the ball so he 

can get the treat out from underneath. 

Each dog goes after the treats with a different tech-

nique and it's fun to watch them figure it out.  A very 

food motivated dog is usually fast and furious. He nos-

es the balls out of the way and goes for the treat with 

no hesitation. Quieter dogs may sniffs a lot, and then paw the ball away with enough force that the balls end up 

scattered all over. Thinking dogs may nose or paw the balls off the holes but sometimes decide this is just too slow so 

will tip or pick up the muffin tin and turn it over, dumping balls and treats, they then eat all the treats with minimal 

effort. 

If you have multiple dogs, you can ask one dog to play the game while the others do sit stays. If your dogs get too excit-

ed, you may want to leash the dogs who aren't playing at the moment. Or put them in another room. I never let two 

dogs play at the same time as that can create too much competition. 

As an added benefit for human participants, it's fun to time the game. Have one person for each dog, and when the tim-

er signals the start the human cannot touch the balls or muffin tin but cheers on and encourages the dog. The timer 

stops when the last treat is found. 



On the 15th of November, Mitchell Shire held their annual Pet Expo at Hadfield Park. It was 
good to see several of our members turn up to show the Mitchell Shire community the canine 
sport of agility. It was great to see so many people interested in the sports and activities that 
were being displayed for dogs of all breeds, like lure coursing, fly ball and of course agility.        
All of our dogs had a go at the lure coursing, some dogs were very enthusiastic and others like 
Daisy weren't so enthusiastic she just couldn't be bothered chasing a plastic bag. On the other 
hand there were Khaloo and Gemma who were both extremely enthusiastic and tried jumping 
the fence to get in while other dogs were having a go, with Khaloo succeeding! We successfully 
got names of potential members and people who may be interested in starting agility. There 
were extra activities for the general public to enter like fancy dress, which Wendy, Jan and Dan-
ielle entered, egg and spoon race, dog that looks most like its owner and fastest fetch. They 
were all very entertaining to watch. There were many other displays by rescue groups and local 
businesses.  Wallan Veterinary Group and some rescue groups had raffles and were selling dog 
equipment for fundraisers to help the animals in their shelters. A big thanks to everyone who 
showed up with their dogs and shared their knowledge of the sport and our club with the general 
public especially those interested in the sport. We can't wait till next year to see the event get 
bigger and better. 
 
Claudia  Snowden 

Mitchell Shire Pet ExpoMitchell Shire Pet Expo  



Thank you to those 

of you that took 

photos  which     

appear on this page 

your efforts are 

greatly appreciated! 


