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  REMINDER: 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS  

WERE DUE                           

30th of September 

HAVE YOU                        

RENEWED? 

Jan & Velvet navigating the 

weaves at our “Claytons” Trial 



According to the comments received on the day, and then the e-mails I have re-
ceived since then, our Claytons trial went off very well. 

I was very pleased to see the sun shine that morning with its promise of a fine day 
ahead and I am sure this added to every one’s pleasure in the day.   

There seems to be a need for this type of event because many of the competitors 
thanked us for running it and said they will come back next year and bring others 
along as well. What you may not know is that the competitors came from as far 
afield as Ovens Valley, Croydon and Echuca. 

It was very disappointing at how few of our members came; I think only one mem-
ber came who was not competing. 

When I arrived before 7 am one competitor (from Echuca) was already there and 
others started arriving soon after, but not MAD volunteers …...with one exception. 

Wendy & I are so very grateful to Gina Darbyshire who arrived at 7am and 
worked her butt off all day.   

I was busy working with James (judge) setting up the equipment with him. Wendy 
says she could not have sorted receipts, raffle, our tent, club gazebo, dogs, en-
trants,  etc. without Gina  being there to help.  

Melinda Hobson was also wonderful because she provided the necessary suste-
nance for the Judge. It is a prerequisite that one feeds the judge who presides at 
your club’s trial.            Melinda volunteered to do this and she did it beautifully…
just ask James! 

Then of course our very own ‘Official Photographer’ Donna was on hand as all 
those beautiful action shots attest. 

It was a successful day which MAD can be proud of, BUT more volunteers must 
be available next time.  

Graeme Matthews President 

                  MADS “CLAYTON’S” TRIAL  





 

 

 

 

 

26th October is a normal training day at club. 

2nd November No Training  

9th November is a normal training day at club. 

15th November - Saturday  MAD are doing a display at the Pet Expo in Wallan.  

16th November  No Training  

23rd November is a normal training day at club. 

30th November  MAD Fun day  & our A.G.M. 

6th December  Saturday  MAD display at the Kilmore Show.  

7th December  No Training  

14th December is a normal training day and will be the last for the year. 

 

Articles appearing in this Newsletter are considered to be of interest to our readers, but 

do not necessarily express the opinion of the Editor or MAD Inc. committee.  

LEGAL NOTE: The editor and committee of Mitchell Agility Dog Club Inc. do not accept  re-

sponsibility for the accuracy of claims made by advertisers or articles contained in this  

Newsletter. 



  

          Congratulations  
 

Assessment Days 

I am sad to say we have left it too late now to organize an assessment 
day for those of you who wish to graduate up to agility. 

Club time will be rather busy from now on until Christmas. 

We have displays in Lancefield and Kilmore as well as the Pet Expo in 
Wallan. 

Consequently we will hold assessments for those who wish to partici-
pate on the second training day in 2015. 

This will provide great incentive for you to practise over the break and 
return and dazzle us all with your dog’s expertise. 

Looking towards next year, a Rally-O workshop could be organized if 
members are interested. 

Please register your interest in such an event by adding your name to 
the list provided ‘on the table’. 

Gail & Eadie with their Rally 

Novice Sash.  

Eadie gained her Rally    

Novice Title at the Northern 

Obedience Dog Club Trial on 

the 14th of September.  

Well done to you both, we 

are sure this is only the     

beginning of Eadies ANKC 

sporting career! 



SHUT UP! 

How important are your verbal commands? We con-
fuse our dogs:  Our body language says one thing,      

we shout out lots of other things.  
"Right, Out, LEFT, come , RIGHT, over, On, Up ,Wait ….. 

The Aim of the Game. 
To determine whether your dog responds best to your voice commands, or your 

body language. You will be able to see what your dog knows and therefore start to 
learn to predict how you dog will perform, and once you know the level of your 
dogs knowledge you can adjust your training program to strengthen your dogs' 

existing knowledge and begin to introduce new skills. 

This game is beginner level for dogs that will happily take all obstacles in its path 
without additional commands, unless called off. 

The Game: 
Set a course of jumps and tunnels. 

Course 1 - 8: Restricted Body Language: The Rules 
Your hands must be either folded in front of you or behind your back. You must not 
bend forward or backwards or lean from side to side. (if you cheat by giving body 
language cues you will not truly discover the level of understanding your dog has 

for verbal commands.) 
Use your voice as much as you like, to give any commands you wish, quietly, loud-

ly, whistle etc. 

Course 9 - 16: No Verbal Commands: The Rules, 
You must not say anything to your dog 

You can make any movements you like. Arms and shoulders, legs and feet, leaning 
in towards your dog, turning away etc 

Summary: 

Which run was best for you and your dog? It is interesting to realise how few ver-

bal commands we really need to get our dog round a course. Where possible try to 

use your body, not your mouth, to guide your dog. 

Think about how you use your voice other than the obvious commands, such as to 

encourage your dog to go faster, or to try to steady him: do these commands work, 

or does cheerleading him to go faster simply worry or con-

fuse him? What happens if you don't say anything? Once 

you can answer these questions you will have a better un-

derstanding of how you can get better results in training. 



LEARN TO READ YOUR DOG: 
How Does Your Dog Feel About Life? 

 

Coping with Humans 
Our dogs all live in completely artificial environments, no matter how loving the homes we give them. They live with us 
in mixed groups that do not resemble wild dog families. They depend on us for all the basics in their lives - e.g. food, 
water, exercise - but are limited by us in their abilities to follow instincts to their ultimate conclusions - e.g. hunting, 
sex. 
It is a tribute to their adaptability as a species that they cope with humans as well as they do. However, the increasing 
number of dogs needing 'shrinks' demonstrates how much pressure the pet dog is under in our modern world. 
The lack of a normal canine family for young dogs to be raised in can sadly lead to dogs not understanding how to in-
teract properly with their own species, either. We all know of dogs that do not understand how to 'talk' to other dogs. 
 

Signs of Stress Stress in a dog can manifest itself in a number of ways, and it is 

worth reading Turid Rugaas' article’s on Calming Signals. 

Signs of stress include: 

• licking lips and/or nose when worried about something;  
• taking the lip licking further by yawning widely;  
• turning away from the object causing the anxiety, sitting with its back to the object, or even moving away. 

The above are also called 'calming signals' as their intention may be to calm the person/dog causing the anxiety.   Dogs 
are good at appeasing others, or showing uncertainty, by: 

• wagging tails sideways, or wagging their whole behinds;  
• approaching slowly (does this ring a bell on recalls?);  
• using puppyish behaviour such as licking people/dogs. 

Personal Space 
Dogs vary hugely in their ability to tolerate rudeness in other dogs (or indeed in humans). Puppies are given a short-
term licence to misbehave, but expected to behave with more restraint as they grow older. However, some dogs living 
in our human families remain eternal puppies, and never learn the self-control they would if part of a canine family. 

We have all seen these eternal puppies in the park. They come bounding energetically towards our dogs, rushing 
straight into our own group of dogs. For most dogs, this behaviour is considered rude. They will respond in different 
ways to the approach, including chasing the rude dog off with a snap. 

Dogs will always provide some clue as to how they are feeling in such a situation, and how they might react. Watch out 
for freezing and stiffening, or signs of stress as described above. 

Be pro-active - move away from the approaching rude dog. 

Help Your Dog 
By taking dogs into our lives, we are also taking on the responsibility of helping them cope with life with us. 

In training class situations, do not place your dog in a position that will make it extremely anxious. This is unfair on 
your dog, will undermine its trust in you, and can lead to problems later. 

Learn to read your dog - watch out for signs of stress and calming signals, and do your best to figure out why the dog is 
using them, and who they are directed at. If your dog is worried about another dog, move away from that dog, and 
place yourself in between. If your dog is worried by the class trainer, find a different class or club! 

And above all, if you realise that your dog is using calming signals on you - lighten up! Yawn, stretch and lick your lips, 

then smile and have a game with your dog. 

http://www.canis.no/rugaas/onearticle.php?artid=1


                                       

 

 

Our Sincere condolences go to Simon & Katrina on the passing of their  special boy 

Deacon.  

Deacon was a favourite at Mad, such a docile and very social boy who was always 
happy to “go with the flow” and do whatever Simon & Katrina asked of him. 

He will be sadly missed by all at MAD and will always be remembered with a smile. 

 

VALE 





 Lancefield Agricultural Show: MAD Display 

 MAD was once again invited to the Lancefield Agricultural Show to put on an Agility Display.  

The weather was kind and we had a selection of dogs  in all sizes navigating the courses Graeme 

set out, this entertained the general public and promoted our club and the sport of Agility. There 

was a fair bit of interest for those that may wish to try the sport of Agility with their dogs. 


